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GENERAL 
 

This is a whole School Policy including Prep, Pre-Prep and EYFS. Abberley Hall is a co-
educational boarding and day school for pupils aged 2-13 years (this includes EYFS 
pupils). The aim of this policy is to identify and admit children who will benefit from an 
Abberley Hall education and who will gain from and contribute towards the ethos and 
activities of our School community. Prospective families should contact the Head of 
Admissions by emailing admissions@abberley.co.uk or kirsty.falzon@abberleyhall.co.uk  
Throughout this Admissions Policy the term “parents” includes legal guardians and all 
others who have parental responsibility for children entering the School. 
 

ENTRY PROCEDURE 
 
Pupils may join Abberley Hall Pre-Prep & Early Years Foundation Stage at any age from 
two to seven years of age and the Prep School from seven to thirteen years. We do not 
have a written entrance examination. However, we do invite pupils in for an informal 
assessment in the classroom. Pupils joining in Year 6, 7 and 8 may be asked to sit an 
English and Maths paper so that they can be placed in sets. 
 

EQUAL TREATMENT 
 
All enquiries are dealt with fairly and equally, irrespective of nationality, race, religion or 
personal circumstances. Disability is not a bar to application. Parents of a child who has 
any disability or special educational needs, should provide the Head of Admissions with 
full written details when registering for admission, which will be handled confidentially and 
sympathetically.  
 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES  
 

Where disability exists, the school will make every effort to admit a child providing that the 
child’s needs can be adequately met by the School and that the building, with any practical 
adaptations, would be a safe environment. The School will do all that is reasonable to 
comply with its moral and legal responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010, and the 
Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001, also taking into account the school’s 
own Equal Opportunities and Accessibility Policies. The School shall determine the 
reasonable adjustments that are required for the applicant based on the information 
provided. The School will involve parents and their medical advisers in discussions about 
any adjustments that can be reasonably made for the child to ensure that the admissions 
procedure is accessible for them and that the School can adequately and safely cater for 
them if they become a pupil.  
 

 

THE PROCESS 
 

You will find further information about the School on our website, but since deciding on the 
right school for your child is very important, we believe that a personal visit is invaluable, 
and we very much hope that you and your child will come and see us. We hold a number 
of Open Days across the academic year – including virtual meetings which give a general 
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introduction to the School. Details are published on our website and parents can book 
online. We would also encourage prospective parents and their children to visit us at other 
times, too. This will enable us to spend time with you, show you our School and talk 
through the admissions process. Please feel free to make an appointment for a personal 
tour of the school with the Headmaster, Head of Admissions, or another senior member of 
staff by contacting the Admissions team: admission@abberley.co.uk   
 

 

TASTER DAYS AND ASSESMENTS 
 
Parents often follow up their initial meeting by arranging for taster day visits for their child, 
including an overnight visit if they are interested in a boarding place. We ask that a copy of 
the child’s latest school report is provided beforehand in order to help the school plan for 
the visit. The child will join the appropriate year group and follow the normal timetable for 
that day. In the case of children joining EYFS classes, the length of the visit is tailored to 
the child and if this is taking place in the Nursery, parents are welcome to stay. During 
these taster visits, assessments will take place if appropriate, usually for children joining 
Year 5 and above. This is to inform the school about the child’s academic and social 
profile and is not a selective examination process. It will assist the school in allocating the 
best class for the child to join and sets the foundations for a successful transfer process. 
Younger children are observed in lessons by the class teachers. In addition to the 
Headmaster and the Admissions Team, it is possible that the following staff may have an 
input into the interview and admissions procedure:  
 
• Senior Management Team members, such as Deputy Head or Head of Boarding 
• The Head of Learning Support  
• Other relevant teachers or specialists . 
 
If the school has concerns as to whether it is in the best interests of the child to join the 
school, this will be discussed with parents following the taster visit. Overseas applicants 
are welcome to visit for taster days but if this is not possible then the pupil and their 
parents will have opportunities to meet senior staff online.  
 
 

THE ADMISSIONS JOURNEY 
 
An enquiry about the School will lead to the School holding basic information about the 
family, in accordance with GDPR (May, 2018). The reason for holding this information is 
for the purpose of initiating and maintaining communication with, and to make the 
admissions process tailor made to, potential families. Parents are invited to complete a 
Registration Form, which secures a place for their child/children, and pay a non-refundable 
Registration Fee of £50. This is an expression of interest and does not commit to 
accepting a place or the School to offer one. 
 
Once the registration paperwork is received, the prospective pupil will be invited to meet 
the Headmaster, either in person or online. In his absence this meeting may be 
undertaken by a senior member of staff. Once this has been completed, the Head of 
Admissions will send out a confirmation letter formally offering a place at the school. This 
will be accompanied by an Acceptance Form as well as our ‘Conditions of Admission’ and 
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parents will be asked to pay a refundable deposit of £500. Parents will then be issued with 
the first term’s fees which will be payable in advance of the child joining the school.  
 
 
In the term prior to starting school, the parents receive Joining Forms consisting of:  
 

• Medical Information & In Loco Parentis Forms 

• Information Sheet 

• Photographic/Image/Film Consent Form 

• Uniform List 

• Music Request Form  

• Riding Request Form  

• Notes to Parents  

• Session List (Nursery) 

• All About Me Booklet (Nursery) 

• EAL/AEN Request Form (as required) 

• Guardian Form (as required) 
 
By signing the above paperwork, prospective parents consent to the school holding and 
processing the information provided in accordance with GDPR (May, 2018). 
 

OVERSEAS APPLICANTS 
 
Pupils coming to Abberley Hall from overseas may be asked to complete an English and 
Maths paper so that we are able to place them in sets when they arrive. Pupils will visit the 
school and meet with the Headmaster or, if needed, a virtual meeting can be arranged 
before an offer of a place can be made.  
 
From 01 January 2021, EEA nationals have until 30th June 2021 to apply for pre-settled or 
settled status, although they must have been in the UK before 1st January 2021.  
Otherwise all children who are EEA nationals and who do not already live in the UK or 
have rights under the Withdrawal Agreement now need to apply for a Child Student Visa if 
they wish to study in the UK for more than six months.  Whilst obtaining a Child Student 
Visa remains the overall responsibility of the parent, our agents, Newland Chase, will 
assist parents with their application for the Child Student Visa on behalf of the school, 
including assigning a CAS number and checking all necessary evidential documents prior 
to the visa application itself. We are very happy to discuss Child Student Visa’s with any 
prospective parent and we will help with every step of the process.  
 
It is a legal requirement that all pupils living overseas should have a UK guardian to act in 
loco parentis for them. A Guardian Form must be completed and signed by the parent 
before the pupil starts at the School. 
 
 

BURSARIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
Abberley Hall School is committed to providing an affordable education to as wide a cross-

section of the community as possible and applications for bursaries are welcomed. Those 
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applying for bursaries should be aware that they will be required to complete a confidential 

statement of financial circumstances as part of this process. It is recommended that any 

application for financial assistance is made early in the admissions process as the school’s 

resources for such support can be fully allocated towards the end of the academic year. 

Information for prospective parents about the possibility of applying for bursaries, 

scholarships or Armed Forces discounts is available from the Admissions team and details 

are included in the School’s Information Booklet and on the School’s website. Please also 

refer to the school’s Bursary Policy for more information.  
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